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New York Theatre Week 


Wedding Breakfast-48th St-11/16. Kemit Bloangarden presents new play by Theo- 
dore Keeves,Herman Shunlin directec cast with Lee Grant,Harvey Lembeck...The Livin 
Roan-Miller 11/17. Gilbert Miller presents new Grazam Greene drama with Barbara Sot 
Geddes Walter Fitzgerald,Hugh Hunt director...Abie’s Irish Rose-Holiday 11/18 Mich- 
ael Rose presents revival of Anne Nichols comedy staged by author and including Lud- 
wig Donath,Neil Fitzgerald. 


Digests of Current Week Theatre Reviews 


Quadrille-Coronet-11/3. Lunts return to NY after five years applauded by all 
the NY daily reviewers who okayed Noel Coward "rommtic comedy" presented by John 
C Wilson & H M Tennent,Ltd. Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, joined unanimous majori- 
ty, but did pan script as a limp and endessly talky play, Atkinson,Times, and Watts, 
Post,both wished Lunts would do better scripts, fomer sugresting their talents id- 
eally suited for Congreve or Wycherly. Sets and costumes werehighly rated,both done 
by Ceoil Beaton. Brian Aherne and Edna Best were also saluted by most. Kerr,Herald 
Tribune, saw proceedings as an on-stage sitting of a portrait by the Limts Entire 
show has wonderful air of quaint elegance,notes Chapman,News. Coleman,Mirror, thought 
script at its best contains some of the deepest and most charming Ceward dialogue. 
Mot agreed with McClain, Journal American,that Lynn Fontanne looked younger and 
prettier than she has for twenty years. 


Fanny- Majestic 11/4, Split decision repo e. by NY daily critics on new musi- 
cal by Behrman and Josh Logan presented by Logan & Merrick. Times, News and 
World Telegram & Sun enjoyed the big show headed by Ezio Pinza,Walter Slezak and 
Florence Henderson. Generally the stars came off better than the materiale Atkinson, 
Times,found it a fine folk tale because the writers and actors are sounde Chapman, 
News,approved the evening filled with warmth and delight,plus a memorable cast.While 
Hawkins ,Wl&S,thought it best when it was a"play with musio". He admits he was dis- 
turbed by the big outbursts of musical production,splendid as they are to see. Con 
side headed by Kerr,Herald Tribune,who vetoed project because the simple folk tale 
got lost in a super Broadway musical,and becames an unsuitably pretentious spectacle. 
Colenan Mirror,panned libretto as labored and often tasteless. Though Watts,Post, 
found many worthwhile aspects,his overall impression is that show substitues color 
and size for inspirations Mmy great talents fail to make the plot believable,swmed 
up McClain, Journal Americane Critic also is sure Logan will work on show and turn 
it into a hit. 


The Dybbuk- 4th St Theatre(83 E 4)- 10/26. Times, Post and World Telegram & 
Sun critics recanmend this revival of S. Ansky's drama presented in English by Daw 
id Rose. Atkinson,Times, noted production retains all the reverence and beauty of 
the script.Ludwig Donath at the rabbi was cheered, though auditorium with half the 
audience on one side of stage and half on the othe r,was not. Watts,Post, billed it 
as an earnest and adventurous try,if not a success. He joined colleague in enjoy- 
ing third act scenes of Donath. Done with devout and gentle dignity,which could 
stand more pace and vitality,adds Hawkins, Herald Triburc isle sitter okayed it 
for only those who had never seen play before, MoClai..,Journal American, feared 
small stage stifled impact of what should heve been a strong dremae 


critical digest 
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1 Off Broadway ' 


Art Smith will be featured in 
Nemed new play by David 
odman which will be presented Deo 6 
at Theatre De Lys, George Englund will 
direct.eTake A Giant Step will be pre- 
sented at Equity Library Theatre Dec 
1-5..eThe Bnperor's New Clothes will 
be presented by aynouse 0 
Nov 11 and Nov 26 et 11 Af,1 FM and 
40 Bigelow, ourrently in 


Broadway Chapel Players Noah, has join- 
ed National company of The Teshouse of 


the Sugust Moon opening Deo n Col- 
unbus ,Ohioe 


NYU uptown theatre group Hall of 
Feme Players will present Brother Rat 
Dec 3 in new playhouse in the m 
ion G ould Student Center at University 
Heights. Formal opening of theatre will 
take place March 11 when group presents 
a new J B Priestley play Treasure on 
Pelican. 


Carmen Capalbo,Stanley Chase and 
Orin Lehman will present a series of 
plays at the Bijou, each for 8 week per- 
iods. Sean O' Casey's Dustwill 
open Jan 4, O'Neill's oon for the Mis 
begotton, and N.C. Hunter's Waters of 


6 MOONes 


Yiddish Theatre 


Wish Me Luck, a Yiddish-American 
play by William Siegel,with music and 
lyrics by Rumshinsky & Jacobs presented 
at the Second Avenue Theatre was greeted 
by Times,News Mirror,Post . Funke,Times, 
found it ideally suited for its clientele, 
Wilkin, News,billed it as amiable enter- 
tainnent clinging to all the sure fire 
tricks that have served the Yiddish 
theatre so welleAll credited stage vet- 
erans with sound and solid performances. 


Will They Remember at Brooklyn 
Parkway is now giving pextumences Fri 
day to Sunday only.Other evenings group 
will present repertory works to theetre 
pariiags 


t hentre Record Notes ! 


On Your Toewith current cast released 
by Records is editing a 
group of Ethel Waters songs into a long 
pley el’nca due later this montheeeThree 
For ‘o..gat original cast album au 
Gre: vy musical with Harry Belafonte re- 
corded this week by RCAseePeter Pan disc 
halted due to fact that Mery Martin says 
she is too tired to make record now, 


' Theatre Film Notes ' 


Rea wows 


Guys and Dolls Semuel Goldwyn prod- 
uction w rehearss for two months prior 
to February film date..."Summert ime", film 
version of The Time of the Cuokoo,has can- 
pleted produotion in lcaly with Katharine 
HepburneseRobert Anderson will fly to 
coast for talks with M@ on screen treat- 


ment of Tea and Sympathy. 


Theatre Book Camments ' 


"Out Without “y Rubbers™ ‘biography 
of the late John Murray Anderson by his 
brother Hugh( Library Publishers) bogs 
down into a recital of producer's profes- 
Sional echievements,pans Down, Variety. 


* West Coast ' 


Michael Chekhov will give 15 weekly 
lectures to Drama Society, Inc at 1452 N. 
Harper, LAseePecr presentet ion ofStage 
Society features Tamar Cooper, James Whit- 
more and Warren Stevenéee,sChanning Pollock 


The Foolis the next production at Las Pal 
MAGes 


Wein Objective run extended at Ac- 
tors Playhouses 


* Vaudevilk 


Noble Sissle and Eubie Blake, producers 


of Shuffle Along,head new Palace show.Also 
bill are Harvey Normen,Eva Walker, Dick 


O41 


Berk. 


Room Department 


JONES SALUTE...Celebration of tenth anniversary of Marg: «ies Theatre '55 in Dal- 
las is an event of more than local importance,because si.c is the leader of the 
decentrelized theatre in the US,states Chapnan,News. Her theatre specializes in 
finding new plays by new playwrights end in giving then competent productions. 
Critic wishes there were more such theatres in the US. 


COLUMN TIPS.eeSubject matter of The Living Ro: “ill probably start a controversy, 
predicts Winchell..eChicago to Son & ~*unson to tone down their new revue 
or else, reports Welker scisire Game ducats for New Year's Eve are being scal- 
ped at $175 pair,hears Kilgallen. 


DEALER SHOW..e"1000 and One", the Oldsmobile desler show presented for 5 mornings 
at Hellinger Theatre, was rated better than some musicals that have been offered 
to the public recently ,notes McClain, Journal American. Carol Haney directed 
the dances,Alvin Colt did the costumes and cast included Richard Eastman,Peter 
Kelley and Lois Borodin. Such shows,critic concludes,provides work for a lot of 
worthy perfomers,. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS seelIf you are planning a little trip to NY, better hock the family 
silver to buy tickets,sighs NBC Pearson,Critic At Large..eVariety notes that 
wives of all NY daily oritios skipped A Stone for Danny FisherGeraldine Page 
might profit by Kim Stanley's directness in The Travel ing Lady, suggests Watts, 
Post.sErnest Truex has been on the stage 60 years without even a bit of a sal- 
ute by a critic, canplains Sobol, Journal Americans 


MAIL BAGeesSamething could be done to make theatre ticket purchases easier, Times 
letter writer chides after twice being inforned via mail that seats for a cer- 
tein day were unavailable and then being able to buy the tickets at the box- 
officeeseAngels are victims of "diminishing returns” on their investments,and 
this is the main reason some may have "flown",admit:: °n investor in note to 
Variety. Angel suggested paper do a survey to find why engels have "flown." 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESeeeClinton Wilder raised the money for The Tender Trap in 10 days 
and the backers were guaranteed a profit before opening night,Wilder told Cole- 
man ,MirroreeeWhy did Anne Nichols decide on ~ovival of Abie's Irish Rose now? 
It is needed,she told Hawkins,World Telegra & Sun,the play presents a solid 
philosophy in a simple matter that gets over.Many leave this play with more 
understanding between them. 


' Pros & Cons by TMK ' 


* 


Closing of Sing Me No Lullaby is an 
indictment of modern theatre audiences 


who support second class comedies, but 


Quadrille is another triumph of 
Lunts over Soripts, Per usual Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne are eccomplished and 


charminge Costumes and sets are expensive 
and lovelye It is a pity that Noel Coward 
chose a dull,talky period piece to com- 
poses The gaps between the amusing mom- 
ents are long,but the ovlors-are protty. 


ignore first class plays of ideas.Phoen- 
ix play was talky and pretentious in 
spots,but it contained more ideas for 
thought and discussion thaw any other 
pley of the past two seasons, Theatre 
“fang" should be ashamed of themaelves 
for uot supporting this worthwhile play. 


The League of NY Theatres elected Ernest Martin to v3.1 %t post on its Board of 
Governors thet had been held open in hopes J,J. Shubert would reconsider his walkout 
fran group last seasone Shubert quit producers group when it refused to fire Milton 
Weir as attorney. League increased weekly dues to $25 per theatre or show. 


Plays 


Sing Me No Lullaby and The Clandestine Marriage closed...Festival will open 
Jan lZ.e6 ng Mate 1 open Jan 204eeHello Paree opens in Wilmington Nov 24... 
A Sea Shell, a new play by JessGregg, will be presented in January by Josh Logan 


Pe ople 


Julia Andrews raised to featured billing in The oat FriendeeeRita Morley has 
replaced Neva Patterson in The Seven Year Itch...Nancy’ Wickwire, of The Way of the 
World will make her Broadway debut in The Grand Prize...Jayne Meadows and Yioki Cum- 
mings both out of Lunatics and Lovers due to 1llnesseeeFranchot Tone will star in 
Mister Roberts at City Center Jan 5..dMarrien Walters replaced Parker McCormick in 
The Tender Trap, latter joining One are Closed.eeElaine Perry will present a bill 
of two short operas after Anastasia,ihe Brothers and Venus in Africaese.Pajama Tops 
title does not interfere with Pa jama Gene title, NY Suprene Court Judge Justic Aron 


Steuer ruled. 


Other Broadwa ys 


Detroit will have a series of musical comedies presented in a tent next summer, 
Richard Connell is president of ‘Melody Cirous, Inc." and Ridge Bond has been named 
production managereeeSherwood Keith,who operates two non-equity stock conpanies in 
Maine featured camunity theatre groups last season,and will continue policy this 
summereeeCarolina Charcoal by Lamar Stringfield opens at Fox Theatre,Charlotte,N.C. 


Award Department 


Yele University is considering plans to raise funds for fellowships for pra- 
ising young playwrights. Curtis Canfield, chairmm:n cf Yale’s Department of Drama, 
told 600 alumni that it is in the literary the:t~o and in the production of poetic 
plays that the future of the American theatre lies, 


Theatre TV Notes 


“Angel Auditions" film series has made 5 films soon to be distributed, inolud- 
ing scenes fran Fragile Foxe..Richard Whorf is new director of “Norby TV film ser 
ies starring David WaynossoANTA Album will be shown on closed circuit TV Feb 17 to 
theatres across the coutryeece 
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